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This quarter we are studying the books Judges, Ruth and 1&2 Samuel. God’s 
people struggled through these years. They fell into the same cycle of sin and 

rebellion repeatedly. There is a lot of pain and punishment for their sins 
through these books. But in the midst of the dark moments there are some 
bright lights. In these books we read about some men and women who had 

incredible faith—Ruth and Boaz, Deborah, Gideon, Hannah, Samuel, and                           
David (to name a few). This section of Scripture provides great talking points 

for families about why these “heroes” of faith are so inspiring to us. They 
were not perfect, and we need to talk about that as families. But they show 

us the value of a committed faith, a genuine love, a heart willing to learn 
from their faults—able to rise and continue seeking God.   

 

Here’s something to help your family devotionals:  

Try to strike a balance between consistency and creativity. Your devo’s will 
be successful when you are consistent—same time each day, with the same 
expectations—build a comfortable routine. BUT be creative! Look up videos 
and maps on your ipads/computers. Try some roleplay to walk through some 
of the stories. Maybe let your children be the ones to ask you the questions 
one night. There are a lot of tools are your disposal—don’t limit yourself to 
one single approach. Make the learning process fun and enjoyable.  
 

 

As you read and study as a family, try to look at this text with fresh eyes.  
Let’s learn and grow together as we spend time with the Judges and Kings.  

- Jordan  

 

 
 



 

This new quarter begins with an amazing story found in the small book of Ruth. There’s 
only 4 chapters, but don’t let it’s size let you think that it’s unimportant. The story of 
Ruth teaches us some great lessons about faith, about love and kindness, and about 
trusting in God when facing life’s storms.   

The book of Ruth opens with bad news after bad news. Let’s catch the main charac-
ters—there’s a man named Elimelech, his wife Naomi, and their two sons Mahlon and 
Chilion. They were Israelites, living in Bethlehem. The book opens and there’s a famine. 
So, they decide to move to Moab—to live with another nation who didn’t honor/obey 
God. While there the two sons marry Moabite women—Orpah and Ruth. Both of these 
decisions were wrong. Out of fear they left God’s family to live with a foreign people, 
and God commanded that they were not to marry outside of their own people.  

To make things worse, Elimelech, Mahlon, and Chilion die. The boys did not have any 
children with their wives. Now these three widows are left to care for themselves.  

Have you ever had days when one bad thing follows another? As we’ll see in the book 
of Ruth, it’s how we handle these difficult moments that matters more than why they 
come. When hard times come, I can try and run from my trouble, I can give up and turn 
my back on God and others—OR I can lean on God, trusting that He will take care of 
me, and continue to do the right thing in the right way. Which path will you choose?  

 

1. Who is Ruth? What do we know about her up to this point?  

2. Describe why these circumstances would have been so difficult for Naomi.  

3. The storms of life will not give us faith, they will prove the strength of the faith we 
have up to that point. Can one prepare for life’s storms? If so, how can we do so?  



 

Do you know what love looks like? We hear things like, “love at first sight” or “true 
love.” Usually that’s describing a romantic love we see in movies. But love is more than 
romantic feelings. God’s kind of love is a selfless, sacrificial kind of love.  

Do you see that here in this chapter? Naomi gives her daughter-in-law an excuse to go 
back home. She has nothing to offer Ruth. No other sons to marry. Not a lot of money 
to live on. Naomi is just as desperate as Ruth. She has to return to Israel and try to sur-
vive. Ruth could have returned to her family. But she didn’t. Instead, she gave up every-
thing that she knew to follow and care for Naomi.  

“Where you go I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my peo-
ple, and your God, my God.” (Ruth 1:16) Ruth devotes her life to caring and providing 
for her mother-in-law.  

When someone is in need, and rather than waiting for others to step in, you do what 
you can to help that person—that’s love. Love is putting the needs of others before 
yourself. It is offering something of yourself (time, thoughts, possessions, etc.) to help 
another. What do we learn from the book of Ruth? We learn what true love REALLY 
looks like.   

 

1. Describe what was involved with Ruth taking care of her Mother-in-law.  

2. 1 John 4:18 reminds us that love is more than words. What are some different 
ways we can show others that we love them?  

3. Read 1 Timothy 5:1-8. Why is it important to take care of our family as they grow 
older? Give some examples of how you’ve seen others doing this.  



 

Ruth chapter 2 continues the story. Chapter 1 ended with Ruth and Naomi returning to 
Israel (to Bethlehem). The women have to do what they can to survive. At least they 
have each other, and they have the Lord.  

Ruth goes to glean in the fields. The law of Moses taught that those who picked up the 
produce from the fields were to leave some behind for those who were poor and in 
need (like Ruth). So she comes upon the field of a man named Boaz. He is a kind and 
compassionate man. He is impressed with what he’s heard about Ruth, and does what 
he can to make sure she’s well taken care of.  

When Ruth returns home and shares the events of her day with Naomi, she learns that 
Boaz is a close relative (v. 20). This is an important detail. The law also taught that if 
someone died and left behind a widow, land, and possessions, that a close relative 
could purchase the land, marry the widow, and care for the deceased relative’s things 
(Leviticus 25:25). They were called, “Kinsman Redeemers.” To redeem is to buy back or 
to purchase.  

There’s something that Naomi and Ruth have here that they didn’t know they’d find—
hope. Hope is an incredible thing. It is a longing, a desire, and an expectation for what is 
to come. Here’s a lesson from Ruth 2—no matter how bad things get, there’s always 
hope for a better tomorrow. We may face some bad days, but when things seem their 
darkest, hope tends to shine the brightest. Don’t lose sight of our hope. We have the 
hope that God will hear our prayers, and answer them. We have the hope that God will 
take care of us. AND we have the hope that Jesus will return and we’ll live with Him in 
His wonderful home forever.  

1. What is hope?  

2. The Hebrew writer called our hope the “anchor of the soul” (Heb. 6:19). What do 
you think that means?  

3. Look into that word “redeem.” What does it mean to say that we are “redeemed” 
by Jesus? (see Lev. 25:47-49; Eph. 1:7) With what were we redeemed? What does 
that tell you about how “valuable” you are to God? (1 Pet. 1:17-19)  



 

There’s hope! Boaz, being a close relative could take care of Ruth and Naomi, providing 
for both of them. But to be a kinsman redeemer there were 3 qualifications:  

• He had to be a close relative  

• He had to be able to redeem—that is, having enough money to pay the price for 
what he was purchasing (land, servant, etc.)  

• He had to be willing to redeem—he wasn’t bound by the law to do so. If he didn’t 
want to purchase the land or marry a widow, he didn’t have to.  

We know that Boaz meets the first two of these qualifications. He’s a close relative, and 
he’s wealthy. What they have to determine is whether he is willing to pay the price. So 
Naomi comes up with this plan of sending Ruth to Boaz in the night, and pleading for 
him to consider being this redeemer, being her husband. She does so, and Boaz gladly 
accepts (v. 10). He fills her heart with comfort and compassion, and fills her basket full 
of food to take home to Naomi.  

There’s so much that we could focus on in this chapter, but here’s one lesson that 
stands out—the person you choose to marry is VERY important. There are some who 
may appear attractive, but they’re selfish and rude, they can make your life hard, and 
distract you from your goal of Heaven. But there are some who can fill your life with joy 
and happiness, serving you and caring for you, and helping you get to Heaven. There 
are many like Boaz’s and Ruth’s today. When thinking about dating, or thinking about 
marriage, look for the ones who will love you and love the Lord like Boaz and Ruth.  

 

1. Make a list of some of the GREAT qualities you see in Boaz and Ruth.  

2. Ask your parents—what qualities are important to look for in a mate? Ask about 
their story. What did they see in their spouse that led them to getting married?  

3. Let’s do some deep digging. Boaz is a kinsman redeemer because he fits the qualifi-
cations found above. We have a kinsman redeemer today—Jesus. How does Jesus 
meet those three qualifications above?  



 

Like every good story there has to be a twist—a problem that has to be resolved before 
there can be a “happily ever after.”  In the story of Ruth, the problem is found in 3:12. 
There is a closer relative to Naomi and Ruth than Boaz, and according to the law the 
closest relative get’s the first dibs on whether he wants to purchase what was lost by 
the deceased relative.  

Chapter 4 opens with Boaz finding the close relative. He wastes no time—he finds him, 
he tells him of the situation. There’s a land from our relative who has died that needs 
to be purchased, and the man says, “I want it!” Boaz continues to explain that if he 
claims the land, he must also claim Ruth as his wife, and the man says…no. Can you 
imagine the relief in Boaz’s heart? Can you imagine the smile on his face as he tells the 
elders that he is going to claim the land, and more importantly, he will take Ruth as his 
wife?  

Now let’s just stop and reflect on this for a moment. The story of Ruth began with bad 
news. Everything seemed hopeless back in Moab. But by chapter 4 Ruth is married 
again. Naomi is provided for and will be for the rest of her life. Boaz and Ruth have a 
son, giving Naomi her first grandchild. And just to add one more incredible detail, the 
book ends telling us that their son (Obed) is the grandfather of David—yes THE David. 
And more importantly, Boaz and Ruth are in the family tree of Jesus.  

Never underestimate what our God is able to do. He can use the most unexpected peo-
ple, in the most unbelievable ways, to accomplish His extraordinary plan. What an 
amazing God we serve!  

1. What are some lessons you’ve learned from the book of Ruth?  

2. Why is this book important for us to study?  

3. When we study Ruth we tend to focus on the people we read about (Ruth, Boaz, 
Naomi). What do you learn about God from the book of Ruth?  



 

This week we begin our study of the book of Judges. We’ll find out why it’s called 
“judges” later this week. But let’s jump into today’s reading! Judges begins where Josh-
ua left off. Joshua has died, and the Israelites continue to defeat the Canaanites and 
claim the promised land.  

Today’s reading focuses on the tribe of Judah. There’s a few notable things from this 
section. The armies of Judah win and capture Jerusalem (v. 8). This city will play a very 
important role in the history of Israel. Many important moments will take place in this 
city. In fact, there will be a descendant from Judah who will come over a thousand 
years later to this same city and die for the sins of the world (yes—Jesus)! We also see 
the bravery of a man from Judah named Othniel. He accepts a challenge from Caleb to 
capture a Canaanite city, and in doing so is given Caleb’s daughter as a wife.  

But there’s one verse that shows us a problem. It’s the last verse—v. 21. The sons of 
Benjamin did not drive out the Jebusites who lived in Jerusalem. God told Israel to com-
pletely remove the Canaanites from the land. They were wicked and idolatrous people, 
and God knew that they would be a bad influence on His people. We see here that they 
didn’t listen. They didn’t completely remove the people from the land.  

Have you ever had a tick bite before? They just burry themselves in our skin. Gross! 
What happens if we just decide to leave them? It might take some time, but we’ll get 
sicker and sicker—before long it could become deadly. What’s the answer? Pull it out. 
Sin is the same way. Try and ignore it and things get worse. Get rid of sin by stopping 
the things that are wrong, confessing to God (and those I’ve hurt) what I’ve done, and 
start doing what is right. Don’t leave ticks under the skin. Pluck them up and move on!  

1. List some important things that take place in Jerusalem.  

2. Why is ignoring sin a wrong response? Why do you think it’s hard to confront our 
sins?   

3. Why did God want the Canaanites removed? (Deut. 7:1-6). How is this command 
similar to 1 Corinthians 15:33?   



 

There is a phrase repeated all through the rest of chapter 1. Did you catch it? “Did not 
drive out. In every verse from 27-33, this phrase is found. God gave them a command. 
He warned them to drive them out completely. And they listened, partially. They 
obeyed, but not completely. And because they didn’t completely obey, these leftover 
nations will be a problem for God’s people for many years to come.  

Do you know what it means to partially obey? Here’s some examples—your parents tell 
you to clean your room and you make your bed, but your floor is still cluttered with 
dirty clothes. That’s partially obeying. Your teacher tells you to write a paper and draw 
a picture of what you wrote. You write the paper but didn’t draw the picture.  That’s 
partially obeying. Imagine if your parents were pulled over by a police officer. They 
were going the speed limit, but they didn’t have their seat belt on. That’s partially 
obeying—and they’d get a ticket!  

The truth is partially obeying isn’t really obeying at all. Partially obeying is still disobey-
ing. When we are told, whether by God, or parents, or those in authority, to do certain 
things, obeying them means doing ALL that they asked us, to the best of our ability. The 
rules of God, just like the rules given by your parents, are meant to help you—to keep 
you safe, and to become more and more like Jesus.  

So the next time you are told to do something—do it the right way, right away!  

1. How did Israel partially obey?  

2. What are some reasons one might partially obey rather than completely obeying?  

3. There are some who use this kind of thinking to justify bad behavior. Think of it 
from Israel’s perspective: “I don’t see what’s the big deal. So we didn’t get rid of 
everyone—we still claimed the land. We still got rid of a lot of bad guys. You’re just 
being to strict.” Create some scenarios how one might use this line of logic. How 
would you answer it?  



 

There’s a lot described in this chapter. We find a sad summary of what happened to 
God’s people. We also find a summary statement for the book of Judges (v. 16-19). God 
appointed judges to deliver them from their wicked oppressors, and from their own 
disobedience and rebellion. The judges were sent to bring God’s people back to the 
Lord. And they did for a short time. But once the judge died the people returned to 
their old ways and rebelled against God again. It was a vicious cycle of sin and rebellion 
(look at the chart in the back of the book that shows this)!  

To me, what stands out the most in this chapter is v. 10. There arose a generation that 
didn't know the Lord, nor the work He had done, and because of it that generation for-
sook God. All it takes is one generation. The parents believed, but the children didn’t. 
Without that solid faith built on the foundation of God’s words, these children aban-
doned the Lord. And the same thing happens today.  

Right now you are learning a lot about God, Jesus, the Bible—and you’re learning most 
from your parents. They believe in God, and because they do they are helping you learn 
and grow too. Right now you believe because your parents have told you—it seems 
right because you love and respect your parents. But one day you will have to decide 
on your own if you believe in God—not because of your parents, but because God is 
real and the Bible is true. One of the best things you can develop today  is a love of 
learning. Keep asking questions and looking for answers. Your parents will help point 
the way, to help you look the right sources for truth. Because one day what you know 
and what you believe will be what you’ve been taught, what you’ve studied, and what 
you are convinced is true. Don’t stop searching for the truth!  

1. Can you name the judges?  

2. Ask your parents, “Why do you believe what you believe about God?” And “How 
did you come have this belief/faith?”  

3. Making your faith your own is a process. A step in that direction might begin with 
answering the statement, “I believe _________ because…”. Fill in the blank (in 
God, in Jesus, in the Bible, etc.). 



 

In the first part of Judges 3 we see what was described in chapter 2 in closer detail. We 
see Israel doing evil, pursuing idols  and false gods (v. 7), God allowing the Cushan ar-
mies to defeat and control Israel for 8 years (v. 8). Israel cries for deliverance (v. 9), and 
God sends the first judge—Othniel.  

We know this first judge. We read about him in chapter 1. He’s the brave man from 
Judah who accepted Caleb’s challenge, and was rewarded with marriage to Caleb’s 
daughter. He’s proven himself to be a man of character. He was Caleb’s nephew, and 
now Caleb’s son-in-law which would have put him in close association with a man of 
great faith. God delivers the Mesopotamian armies into Othniel and Israel’s hands. And 
Israel had rest for 40 years, for the rest of Othniel’s life.  

There’s a few things to think about as we go forward in our study of Judges. The book is 
very repetitive. As we looked in our last lesson, the people of Israel fall into a cycle 
where they continue to drift and turn from God. Thus we will see the same lessons re-
peated over and over again about the importance of learning from our mistakes.  

But something else to pay attention to as we study this text are the different individuals 
God appoints as judges. They are men and women of great faith. Through God’s 
strength they are able to do incredible things in their deliverance of Israel. With Othniel 
we can learn this lesson—through the leadership of this one man, 8 bad years turned 
into 40 good years. The right person, the right leader, the right example can bring a 
lasting, positive change. That right person could be you!  

 

1. What stands out to you about the first Judge of Israel?  

2. Some, like Israel, live life going in circles. They make the same mistakes over and 
over again. Why would someone make the same mistake more than once? How do 
you stop making the same mistake over and over again?  

3. Think about the Othniel’s you’ve seen in your life. Can you give an example of 
someone who has brought about a lasting positive difference?  



 

What comes to mind when you hear the word “judge?” You might think someone who 
is older, who wears a black gown, and makes decisions in a courtroom, smacking a gav-
el. That’s our judges today, but that’s not the picture of the judges God appointed. 
These individuals were warriors!  

In today’s reading we find the next two Judges. The first is Ehud. He was a left handed 
Benjaminite with a custom made sword. And he was good with that sword. Before tak-
ing Israel into battle against Moab, Ehud assonates the king. Then he and Israel strike 
down 10,000 Moabites, including their strong and valiant fighters.   

The third Judge is Shamgar. We don’t know much about him. What we do know is that 
he is good in battle. Where Ehud was skilled with a sword, Shamgar seems to be the 
rugged ultimate fighter. Anything in his hand (even an oxgoad—stick to prod an ox) is a 
dangerous weapon. And through the strength of the Lord he struck down 600 Philis-
tines, and saved God’s people.  

What can we learn from these verses? Sin comes with a great price—just as Israel was 
captured and enslaved to these other nations, we become enslaved to sin—our pas-
sions, desires—even to Satan (2 Tim. 2:26). But God is willing to rescue His people. We 
also see the different individuals that God chooses to accomplish His will. Ehud and 
Shamgar are interesting men. God used them to save His people. You may feel unique 
and different, but those unique traits you have can be used in the service of God today! 

  

1. What do you find interesting about Ehud and Shamgar?  

2. From this text, how would you describe the cost/consequences of sin?  

3. If someone said, “I find it hard to believe that one man could kill 600 Philistine 
fighters” - how would you respond?  



 

Israel falls back into the same cycle, the same rebellion, followed by the same response 
from God—punishment. Though notice how the time is changing—first 8 years (3:8), 
then 18 years (3:14), now 20 years (4:3). The punishment is getting longer and longer. 
This time they are oppressed by the king of Canaan, Jabin. And he’s tough, he’s got 900 
iron chariots (v. 3). It’ll take a tough judge to stand up to this king.  

Enter Deborah, the 4th Judge. Unlike Shamgar, we’re given some details about her. She 
is a prophetess (declares/teaches the word of the Lord), she’s married, she would judge 
Israel (v. 5) - perhaps an actual judge and weighing on cases, or perhaps offering spiritu-
al counsel and wisdom.  

We know that she’s a woman of great faith. She reminds Barak, who seems to be a 
commander of God’s armies, that when the victory is won it will not be for either of 
their glory, but for the glory of God (v. 9).  

And she’s a woman who inspired great courage in others. Barak said, “If you will go 
with me, then I will go” (v. 8).  

What an incredible Judge! What an inspiring woman of faith! It is a worthy study to 
consider the different women of faith who made a tremendous difference in the OT, in 
the NT, and those who continue to make a difference today!  

 

1. How would you describe Deborah?  

2. What, in this text, shows the strength of Deborah’s faith?  

3. Make a list of women you know that have a strong/vibrant faith. What characteris-
tics do they have to show they have a strong faith?  



 

God has promised Israel, through Deborah the judge, that the king of the Canaanites 
and his armies will be given into their hands (v. 7). What we see through the rest of the 
chapter is how God accomplished this. There were many things God used to bring 
about this victory.  

God used Barak, Deborah, and the armies of Israel to defeat the Canaanite armies in 
battle (v. 16). It is very likely that God used the water from the river to sweep away the 
army and their chariots (v. 13, 15; 5:21). God used Jael, the wife of Heber, who killed 
Sisera, the commander of Jabin’s army (v. 21-22).  

Isn’t that amazing? God promised victory against the Canaanites, and brought about 
that victory using a variety of people and things. God can do the same things today. 
When we pray asking God for help, for strength, for comfort, for open doors—like our 
reading in Judges, God can use a variety of means to accomplish the answer of His 
prayer. He can use a variety of people to help us in times of need. He can use life’s cir-
cumstances to bring about the strength or patience we’re asking for. He can use the 
Word to strengthen and encourage the soul.  

When we look for ways to help another, we may be one of the parts of God’s answered 
prayers (2 Cor. 7:6).  

 

1. How did God bring about the victory over the Canaanites?  

2. When you think about God using a variety of means to accomplish His will,  in what 
ways can God use us to help others around us?  

3. Look at 1 Corinthians 3:6—when one is praying for a friend to believe in God, what 
part can we play in that answered prayer?  



 

God’s people had gained a great victory. Through the Lord’s provisions they defeated 
the Canaanite armies. So how do they respond? Like their ancestors of old (like Miriam 
after the Red Sea), they celebrate by singing a song.  

The first 11 verses focus primarily on the Lord. The marching of the Lord which quakes 
the earth and makes the heavens drip (v. 4). It also focuses on those who volunteered 
in battle (v. 2, 9). A need arose. The people rose up. And the Lord delivered.  

These verses are meant to point the listener’s attention to the great things God has 
done. We learn through singing songs. How many of you learned the ABC’s through 
singing the song? Some of us memorized Scripture by learning songs.  

The songs we sing in worship are not just meant to encourage and uplift us, they are 
meant to teach us. We are teaching each other great things about God through our 
worship in song (Col. 3:16). Songs are memorable. They are engrained in our minds 
easier than just words.  

Take a moment and reflect—through the songs we sing as a church family, what have I 
learned?  

1. What are some of your favorite hymns we sing in worship?  

2. Think about some of the different hymns and make a list—what are some of the 
different subjects you’ve learned more about through the songs we sing?  

3. One way we can introduce our friends to God is through music. Everyone loves 
music. If you were to share a hymn with a friend to try and open a door to a discus-
sion about God, what would it be, and why?  



 

Today’s reading continues the song of Deborah and Barak. The two servants of God are 
awaken—called into action. They rally the troops of Israel and defeat the kings of Ca-
naan. Whenever this song is sung, those singing would remember the bravery and faith 
of those who rose up to defeat their enemies, trusting the Lord would help them win.  

When you read this song, it’s clear that the language is not always literal. Songs like 
these are written in a very poetic, expressive style. They use word pictures to convey 
big ideas/concepts (stars fighting from heaven—v. 20, the Lord marching and earth 
quaking—v. 4). We’ll see greater examples of these in the psalms.  

Have you ever tried to write a song about God? What would you write about? How 
would you describe God? Would you point to something in Scripture He has done? 
Would you focus more on Jesus? What Scripture would you refer to? Would it be a 
happy song, a more somber song? What would your song try to teach or remind those 
who sang it?  

Why not try and write words to a song. Your parents can help you. Think of something 
from the Bible that is interesting/important to you. Like the psalms, you can use words 
to convey the emotion we should feel. Spend a few moments together as a family and 
give it a try!  

 



 

The end of Deborah’s song focuses on two women—Jael and Sisera’s mother. The first 
is praised for her deed in killing the king. The second is a sad picture of a son that 
doesn’t return home.  

Look at v. 31—the end of the song is a strong summary statement about life. “Let all 
Your enemies perish, O Lord. But let those who love Him be like the rising of the sun in 
its might.” Two groups are described, the enemies of God, and those who love God.  

What comes to mind when you think about an enemy of God? You might think those 
who are outright evil—like the Canaanites who attack God’s people. James described 
the enemies of God as those who are friends with the world (Jas. 4:4). Those who 
choose to rebel against God, to do whatever they want to do, to follow the sinful ways 
of the world, are enemies of God. And those who stand against God will fall.  

But those who love the Lord, who serve Him, who put His will first and obey Him, will 
be like the sunrise—strong, vibrant, shining bright for all to see. Those who love the 
Lord trust in His words. Those who love the Lord put Him first.  

Everyone has a choice—to live lives like an enemy of God, or to live lives as one who 
loves God. Which side will you choose?  

1. What does it mean for one to love the Lord? What do they do?  

2. What does it mean to be a friend of the world? What should be our response to-
wards the world?  

3. The righteous are like the rising of the sun. Take a moment and describe what are 
the benefits of one who loves the Lord?  

 

Nathan confronts. David repents. God forgives. The child dies. And… life goes on. The 
end of chapter 12 shows us David and his family picking up the pieces of a broken life 
and moving on.  

Do you know what I find amazing? After everything that David did, he is still called a 
man after God’s own heart (AC 13:22). Do you know why David was deserving of that 
title? It’s not because he lived a sinless life. It’s how he responded to the sin in his life.  

Read Psalm 51 together with your family and feel what David felt! He is completely 
broken over his sin, over the pain and shame it has brought to God. He pleads for a 
clean heart. Psalm 51 challenges us to see sin through God’s eyes. It reminds us that 
there is forgiveness for our sins. But it’s not found in sacrifices (v. 16-17) - just going to 
services, taking the Lord’s supper, singing some songs won’t make right what I’ve made 
wrong. To have sacrifices (worship) but an unmoved/guilty heart does nothing for God. 
The Lord wants us to be broken over our sins, and to humbly come and seek His for-
giveness.  

Acts 13:36 teaches that David served the purpose of God in his generation. Everyone 
has a purpose. There can be nothing greater said of any one of us than that we served 
the purpose of God in our generation. Today we can be men and women after God’s 
own heart, when we, like David,  love the Lord, our God, with all our hearts.  

 

1. What did you learn this quarter from Ruth, Judges, and 1&2 Samuel?  

2. Which character stood out the most to you? Why?  

3. Why do you think these books are important/helpful today?  



 

Nathan confronted king David for his sins. And instead of being like Saul and blaming 
others, he accepts its, admits and confesses that he has sinned against the Lord. The 
end of v. 13 is amazing—God forgives David. Even though he sinned multiple times. 
Even though his sin included taking a man’s life, God forgave him.  

But there’s a lesson here that David learns the hard way. Even though he was forgiven 
by God, the sin he committed came with some consequences. Nathan told David that 
as a punishment for his sins, his family would be torn apart (v. 11-12), and that the ba-
by he had with Bathsheba would die (v. 14). And, just as God promised through Nathan, 
the child died.  

We might say, “Wait a minute! Wasn’t David forgiven?” Yes, he was. Though his sin was 
forgiven and removed, David still had to face the consequences for his sins. While I may 
be forgiven by God for my sins, it doesn’t mean that things go back to the way they 
were before, or that I’ll be free from any suffering or pain that comes as a consequenc-
es of my decisions. Someone may be forgiven by God for sins they’ve committed, but if 
they’ve broken rules, they may still be expelled, or fired, or kicked off the team, or not 
allowed back in the club. For some the consequences of sin may be a relationship that 
is never what it was, or trust that takes a LONG time to rebuild—for some it means 
going to prison.  

Learn from David—sin is very serious. It is deadly and destructive. Think each decision 
through carefully!  

1. What do we learn about God’s grace/forgiveness in this chapter?  

2. Galatians 6:7 describes a principle—reaping and sowing. What does the verse 
mean? How does it apply to our study on consequences?  

3. What do you learn from David’s response after the child dies?  

 

Israel fell back into their old ways of sin and rebellion. As a punishment God gave them 
into the hands of the Midianites, and for 7 years they’ve been severely oppressed. Thus 
the people cry out to the Lord (v. 7), and God sends for the next judge—judge #5 is 
Gideon.  

An angels comes to Gideon and tells him about God’s plan to use him to deliver Israel. 
His response, like Moses, is an excuse. “Our family is the smallest in the tribe, and I’m 
the youngest in my family” - the smallest of the smallest—how could I possibly deliver 
Israel. God will show Gideon through his time as a judge that size and numbers don’t 
matter when God is on your side.  

Gideon’s first response to the angel is something for us think about—”if the Lord is with 
us, why has all this happened to us?” If God is really on Israel’s side, why is the nation in 
such a sad state? This is a question that many people ask—”If God is with us, or if God 
is good, why does bad things happened? If God is with us, why is there a world-wide 
pandemic (COVID-19)? If God is with us, why do people get sick, or hurt, or die?  

There’s not an easy answer to these kinds of questions. We can get ourselves in trouble 
trying to find an answer to all life’s troubles when we don’t have all the facts (like Job). 
Instead we can focus on what we do know—Satan and sin have corrupted this world, 
God is the author of all that is good, and even though we face difficult times, God is still 
on the throne, still in control, and God is still with us. Don’t focus on what we don’t 
know, or lead those questions to doubt what we know to be true. Focus on what we 
know as a fact—God is always good.  

1. What do we learn about Gideon in today’s reading?  

2. Some people blame God for the bad things that happen today. Why?  

3. It’s easy to focus on the questions with no answers, and let those questions create 
doubt on the things we know to be true. Make a list, what are things about God we 
KNOW to be true. How would this list be helpful when you face those difficult 
questions in the future?  



 

God is putting Gideon to work! He pulls down the altar to Baal and the Asherah 
(wooden statue to another false god) (v. 25-27). He also began to rally the troops (v. 
34-35). It’ll take an army to defeat the Midianites, and that’s what Gideon starts gath-
ering.  

Chapter 6 ends with Gideon facing some doubts. God has promised that he would de-
liver Israel, but he wants to make sure. Thus Gideon asks God to take part in 2 fleece 
tests to prove God is able to do what He promises.  

Doubts—everyone faces doubts. Thomas doubted that Jesus had risen from the dead 
(JN 20:25). Thomas and Gideon are very similar—both faced doubts. Both asked for 
evidence from God. And both, after receiving the evidence, believed.  

Having questions about what you believe, or why you believe what you believe, is not 
bad. What’s bad is throwing away your faith when you face those questions. Questions 
and doubts can be the pathway to a greater faith when we take the time to look for the 
answers to our questions. Like Gideon and Thomas, God has given us evidence. It may 
not be a fleece test, or the risen body of Jesus, but we have creation around us (Rom. 
1:20), we have the Word of God. Don’t doubt your faith, doubt your doubts and look 
for the answer—weight the evidence—chase those doubts away with the truth!  

1. Describe the 2 tests Gideon asked God to do for him. What do they show us about 
God?  

2. What are some of the common questions and doubts kids face at your age? Ask 
your parents to share some of the questions they had growing up, and what they 
did about it.  

3. Your friend Tom told you he doesn’t believe in God anymore. How would you re-
spond? What are some right ways to respond, and some wrong ways to respond?  

 

Time has passed. David married Bathsheba. She gave birth to their child. It is time for 
God to confront His king. He sends Nathan the prophet to go to David. Rather than 
coming in with a finger pointed, he tells David a story about a man who stole another’s 
sheep. David thinks the story is real and he is angry. His conclusion—”This man must 
die.” Nathan looks David in the eyes and delivers the crushing blow: “YOU ARE THE 
MAN!” It’s you David! You’re the one who deserves to die! How could you take 
someone’s wife—did you not see what you had!!  

We need Nathan’s in our lives. PV 27:6—faithful are the wounds a friend. In Hebrew 
this verse reads this way: “Trustworthy are the bruises caused by the wounding of one 
who loves you.” It might seem odd to think that someone who hurts us would be a 
friend, or that it is good at times to receive “wounds.”  

Imagine it this way—you’re walking along the way, and decide to cross the street. What 
you don’t see is the car speeding towards you. Your friend see it, and yanks you back to 
the sidewalk. Their aggressive pull hurts you—leaves bruises and cuts. But the pain 
caused by their actions pales in comparison to losing your life. They “hurt” you because 
they love you and wanted to save you. Good friends, godly parents, loving shepherds 
will tell you when you’re in the wrong. They will address your sins. They will offer cor-
rection—and sometimes it can seem sharp, it can hurt to hear those words. But we 
need them to change—to seek God’s forgiveness, and be saved from a greater wound 
that would come.  

 

1. Why do you think God waited so long before He sent Nathan?  

2. Why is the attitude of one who confronts key to the whole restoration process? 
What do you learn from Nathan’s approach to confronting David?  

3. Let’s pretend that you’ve engaged in some sinful behavior. If a friend, or loved one, 
was to come and talk to you about what’s going on, what could they say and how 
could they say it that would be most effective for you?  



 

David made a terrible choice. He sinned against God, and many others. And now, Bath-
sheba is pregnant. Rather than seeking forgiveness from God and those involved, David 
decides to try and hide his sin.  

David comes up with this elaborate plan. He brings Uriah home. He encourages him to 
go back to his house with his wife. But he refuses. Uriah is a loyal soldier, and refuses to 
be comforted while there is a battle to be fought. Then David decides he has to get 
Uriah drunk in order for him to go home. But even after getting Uriah drunk (which was 
sinful), he still wouldn’t go home. A drunk Uriah had more conviction than a sober Da-
vid! Finally David decides that to bury this secret Uriah must die. He sends the orders, 
and his men carry them out. Uriah is killed in battle, all by David’s command.  

David’s initial sin in ch. 11 was bad, but everything he did afterwards made it worse and 
worse. That’s what happens when we try to hide and cover up our sins rather than con-
fessing and seeking forgiveness. Things go from bad to worse. Things will NEVER get 
better until we stop the wrong, confess what we’ve done, and seek forgiveness from 
God and those involved. Don’t keep sinning. Don’t try and hide what ‘s been done.  

 

 

1. What is confession? What is one admitting when they confess their sin (1 JN 1:9)? 

2. How is David defeated by Uriah? What does that tell us about Uriah’s character?   

3. What do you learn from David about trying to cover up your sins? Read Psalm 32. 
What do we learn in this psalm about guilt?   

 

Who would have thought that 300 men could ever stand up against an entire army 
made up of thousands of soldiers? That such a small group could actually defeat a mas-
sive army? It’s like imagining the Alamo, except with an opposite outcome!  

It’s not because Gideon’s men were so strong and brave. It’s not because they caught 
the Midianites off guard. The reason such a small group of men were able to defeat a 
giant army was because God was with them. The battle belonged to the Lord (v. 2, 15).  

Satan wants us to calculate the odds. Satan wants us to reason this through—to weigh 
our strength vs. the enemy. Satan wants us to live by sight, not by faith. By sight it 
seems impossible. It seems like the walls will never fall, the giants will never lose, On 
our own it all seems too hard. The sin is too great, the temptation is too strong, the 
challenge to obey God is too difficult  

Listen to what Paul says in Philippians 4:13—”I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me…”. ALL THINGS! I can read, study, and learn the Bible—Yes! I can over-
come temptations, say no to things that I should not do—Yes! I can seek forgiveness for 
things I’ve done that are wrong, and make the right changes in my life—Yes! I can serve 
and be active in my home—Yes! I can make a difference—Yes! I can live a life that 
pleases God—Yes! I can face my fears and trust in God every day—Yes!  Satan says, “On 
your own you can’t.” We say, “With God we can!”  

 

1. How did God tell Gideon to choose the men for battle?  

2. Describe how God brought about the victory against the Midianites.  

3. What are some things that God asks us to do that seem difficult? How do we know 
that we are able to do them?  



 

Have you ever heard the phrase, “If you’re not with us, you’re against us.” That seems 
to be what Gideon felt in this chapter. He and his men continued to pursue the Midian-
ites who had fled in battle. Specifically he is pursuing the two Midianite kings, Zebah 
and Zalmunna. Along the way he asked for help from Succoth and Penuel, and both 
cities very rudely refused to help. Because of their responses, once Gideon caught and 
defeated the kings, he returned to those cities and punished them.  

This story would be very different had these cities offered their help and resources to 
Gideon and his men. That’s the kind thing to do. It’s the right thing to do. It’s the Christ-
like thing to do. Love puts the needs of others before itself. It’s like the story of the 
good Samaritan in Luke 10. There was  a man in need. Some passed by without helping. 
But one stopped and cared for the man. He was a good neighbor. He showed another 
love.  

When there is someone in need, and you can do something to help, the right thing to 
do is to help. There are times in life when we will need help from others, and there are 
times in life when we can be in a position to help. The cities in Israel withheld their 
goods, and it cost them. The good Samaritan gave what he could, and is the example 
Jesus’ points us to (“go and do the same” LK 10:37). Let’s follow the right example by 
doing what we can to help when we have the opportunity. Go and do!  

 

1. Why did Gideon punish these cities?  

2. How does James 4:17 apply to this study? What does this verse mean?  

3. What might be some reasons someone would be like the cities in Judges 8, or like 
the Priest and the Levite in Luke 10, and withhold good to someone in need? Why 
might one do so today? How does one develop the heart of the good Samaritan?  

 

2 Samuel opens ad we see David is around 50 years old. He’s been the king for around 
20 years. Unlike that young shepherd boy, David now stands as a powerful king of Isra-
el. Here he stands, never higher, yet never weaker. Instead of being out with the 
troops, David is home (v. 1). He wasn’t where he belonged.  

From his rooftop David sees a beautiful woman. Instead of looking away and going back 
inside, he lingers, and pursues her. She is the wife of one of David’s trusted soldiers, 
but that doesn’t stop him. Here’s David, the king of Israel—and he sees what some-
thing he wants.  

David didn’t see Satan tempting him—he didn’t see the commandment of God—he 
didn’t see the warning of his servant—he didn’t see this was the wife of a loyal friend—
he didn’t see the consequences of his choices—he didn’t see a pregnancy—he didn’t 
see his family torn apart—he didn’t see that he would have to kill one of his trusted 
friends to keep this a secret—he didn’t see how angry God would be with him.  

As the old saying goes, “Sin always takes us farther than we wanted to go, keeps us 
longer than we wanted to stay, and costs more than we were willing to pay.” You will 
see things in this life that seem appealing. Don’t be led by your eyes. Don’t be led by 
the desires of your flesh. Guard your heart (PV 4:23). Even at home the lion is looking 
to catch you (1 PET 5:8). If it happened to David, it can happen to us too.  

 

1. Some of our greatest challenges come while at home—why do you think that is?  

2. One saying goes, “An idle brain is the devil’s playground.” What does this mean? 
How does it apply to David’s situation? What’s the answer?  

3. Discus with your parents some strategies to avoid sins like David’s (see 1 Cor. 6:18; 
2 Tim. 2:22; 2 Pet. 1:4).  



 

This is one of my favorite stories in the life of David. Before Jonathan’s death, he and 
David made a promise to each other. The promise was that they would always show 
kindness to each other’s households (1 SA 20:15-16). Many years have passed. Jona-
than is dead. But he still has a son that is alive. His name is Mephibosheth. He is crip-
pled in both of his legs, and is living in a barren wasteland.  

In Mephibosheth’s mind, he’s a dead dog—a disgusting and worthless sight, not of any 
value to any one. But not to David. King David invites Mephibosheth to the palace, and 
there he gives him all the land and property that belonged to Saul. This poor forgotten 
young man now has land, riches, goods, even servants! But that’s not even the best 
part. Twice David says, “You will eat at my table, regularly, like one of my sons.” He 
gave Mephibosheth something money cannot buy— a family—love!  

Do you know what’s great about this story? Mephibosheth’s story is our story! Every-
one has sinned and fallen short of God’s glory (Rom. 3:23). Because of our sins, like 
Mephibosheth we feel like a dead dog—of no worth or value. But that’s not how God 
sees us. Through His grace He offers forgiveness for our sins, He restores honor upon us 
(Eph. 2:5-6), and claims us as His own. In Christ we are adopted to the family of God 
(Rom. 8:15-17). Because of Jesus we are invited to God’s table, to live in His home , in 
His family—forever! What an amazing and loving God we have!  

 

1. What is grace? How do we see grace in this story?  

2. How does Ziba describe Mephibosheth (9:3)? Why does he describe him in such a 
way? What does this teach us about how some see others? How does David’s re-
sponse change the way we should see/treat others?  

3. What does Ephesians 2:8 mean?  

 

Bad decision after bad decision. That’s how Judges 8 ends. One poor choice leads to 
another. Gideon made the gold they gained from the Midianite kings into an ephod, 
and it was worshipped as an idol. Gideon had many wives, and thus had many children 
(70 sons)! Israel worshipped false gods and Baal once again, and forgot about God and 
all God had done for them.  

There’s a lesson here. One bad decision often leads to another, and then another… 
Lying, cheating, stealing—all go hand in hand. Walking away from God, abandoning His 
word, not praying, staying away from the church family, all takes a toll. It might be a 
weaker faith. It might be giving into temptation. It might be giving into peer pressure, 
making choices that dishonor God, that harm relationships in your life, that come with 
some terrible consequences.  

But all that can be changed. In fact, the opposite can be true—that one good decision 
can lead to another, to another. Choosing to believe, honor and obey God—to read,  
learn and trust in His words—to pray every day—to build good relationships with Chris-
tians, WILL bring about some amazing blessings in your life: a strong faith, a deep trust 
in God, a confident life knowing that you are walking with Jesus and are Heaven bound, 
genuine friendships that will help you along life’s way—and there’s much more to add.  

There’s a word for this—momentum. Build positive momentum by consistently making 
good, God honoring decisions every day.  

1. Why is it that one bad decision often leads to another? Why is the opposite true?  

2. How can someone stop the momentum made by bad decisions? What does it 
take?  

3. Your friend Sam has gotten into a snowball of lies, one after another. He’s come to 
you for help. What would you tell Sam to do?  



 

Today’s reading takes us to a new judge of Israel: Jephthah. He’s not like the other 
judges. He starts out as an outsider. He was the son of an immoral woman, and be-
cause of it his step-brothers drove him out. So he leaves with a group of “worthless” 
fellows (v. 3). But when things get bad, and the sons of Ammon come to attack Israel—
they turn in desperation for someone who could deliver him—a valiant warrior—
Jephthah.  

Have you ever felt like Jephthah—like an outcast or outsider? When I read about he 
and his band of “worthless” men, I picture the old Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer 
movie and the island of misfit toys. The whole island was made up of toys no one want-
ed. Misfits. 

There are times in your life when it may seem like you’re not like those around you. 
Maybe you have a past. Maybe you’ve made some very public mistakes. Maybe you 
grew up in a difficult home environment. Maybe you have a unique personality. Maybe 
you have a hard time making friends. It may seem like you’re an outsider, a misfit.  

Remember this—everyone has things about themselves that are unique. Everyone has 
wonderful qualities that are special to them. And, everyone has a past—no one has 
lived a perfect life. Don’t let others make you feel as if you are worthless, or worth less 
because you’re not like someone else. Your worth has forever been expressed when 
Jesus died on the cross for you. In God’s eyes, you’re a valuable possession—capable of 
great things (1 Pet. 2:9-10).  

1. The worthless men joined up with Jephthah. Why do you think they went with 
him?  

2. What do people in the world use to determine if someone is important, valuable? 
Why is that criteria faulty?  

3. It’s not uncommon to see someone who is off to themselves. While you may have 
a group of friends, they often sit alone, and seldom is invited to events. When you 
see such a person, what can you do to draw them in? What would you want some-
one to say/do to you if it were you?  

 

God has been good to David. He has delivered him from countless enemies. He has 
made his name great. Now, in 2 Samuel 7:12-16, God makes a promise to David. Notice 
the details:  

• God would establish his kingdom (v. 12) 

• He will build a house for God (temple) (v. 13) 

• God would establish the throne of his kingdom forever (v. 13) 

• “I will be a Father to him and he will be a son to Me (v. 14) 

• His lovingkindness shall not depart from him (v. 15)  

• Your house and kingdom shall endure forever (v. 16)  

Who is God speaking about? We might think he’s talking about Solomon. He will take 
the throne after David. He will be the one to build the temple. He had a close relation-
ship with God (1 KG 3:3), and God had to correct him (1 KG 11:11-13).  

But we also see someone else in these promises: Jesus! God established His kingdom 
(Heb. 1:5, 8). Jesus built a spiritual temple (1 PET 2:4-5; 1 Cor. 3:16-17; Eph. 2:19-22). 
His throne is established forever (Col. 1:13; Heb. 12:28-29). God is His Father (Matt. 
3:17). He will reign forever (Rev. 1:5, 9).  

It is an amazing promise—one that we can be a part of! Because of Jesus we can be-
come part of the everlasting kingdom (Rev. 1:9). David was an important part in God’s 
plan—the plan to send the Son of God for mankind.  

1. Look at Matthew 1 and Luke 3—who stands out to you in Jesus’ family tree?  

2. Notice David’s response to God’s promise v. 18-27. How would you describe his 
prayer? What does it take to have a response like this to God’s blessings/promises? 

3. Look at Matthew 22:41-45 and Psalm 110. What is the point Jesus is making about 
Himself and David?  



 

Years before, the Ark was captured by the Philistines, and then returned to Israel, in the 
house of Abinadab in Kirath-jearim, around 10 miles west of Jerusalem. And there it 
has sat for all these years. Now that David is king, he wants to restore the ark to it’s 
proper place, the capital of God’s people, in Jerusalem.  

When they come to move the ark, they decide to transport it by means of a cart. Can 
you imagine what David was thinking? It’ll be quicker, easier, more efficient. And God 
didn’t say not to use a cart. We’re going to do it right—a brand new cart—only the best 
for God! The problem is that it completely neglected what God DID say about moving 
the ark (NUM 3:6-10).  Rather than seeking to do God’s will, they did what they thought 
was best (1 CH 15:12-13).  

There are times that we think that God’s way of doing things is outdated. There’s new 
and improved ways of doing things. What God commanded might have worked back 
then, but we can make some improvements to make things more convenient and easi-
er.  Neither David nor Uzzah revered the Lord—to revere is to fear the Lord, to respect 
and take Him seriously. It cost Uzzah his life—it was a costly lesson. When God speaks, 
we listen and obey. Remember, God’s way is always the best way. His words never 
need to be updated or improved. What they need are to be read, respected, and 
obeyed!  

 

1. What does it mean to “fear the Lord?” Why is that fear/reverence important?  

2. How did David respond to his sin here? Compare David’s response to Saul’s.  

3. “God didn’t say we couldn’t use instruments in our worship today. God didn’t say 
we couldn't build a gym and offer fun and games. God didn’t say we couldn’t eat 
pizza and coke for the Lord’s Supper.” How would you respond to the “God didn’t 
say” arguments?  

 

There’s a movie quote that comes to mind in this section—”You want the truth. You 
can’t handle the truth!” The King of the Ammonites send a message to Jephthah ex-
plaining why he is coming to attack. He believes that Israel came and took away their 
land (v. 13). Jephthah sends a letter to explain to the king the real reason Israel fought 
against Ammon’s ancestors. God led His people. The Israelites sought for peace, but the 
Ammonites sought for war, and God gave them into Israel’s hands. This King of Ammon 
was unaware of the divine intervention behind Israel’s previous battle with them.  

Jephthah had something powerful in his arsenal—the truth!  The King of Ammon was 
ready to go to war over a lie, over a skewed view of the past. Jephthah not only had 
confidence in being part of God’s people, but in this exchange he had the confidence 
found in knowledge/understanding. He knew the truth, and because of it was able to 
answer the claim of the King.  

Whenever you enter into a discussion with another, make sure you take the truth with 
you. Take the time to study and prepare beforehand. Whether if it is a personal matter 
and you’re wanting to address things that have happened, or even a Bible study, the 
one who wins is not the one with the most convincing argument, or the loudest voice—
it is the one who speaks the truth in love.  

 

1. What’s the difference between an opinion and the truth?  

2. If I’m going to study the Bible with someone, why is knowing the truth so im-
portant?  

3. There are two individuals making their case in a debate. One is loud, energetic, 
entertaining, and spends more time explaining why the other debater is wrong. 
The other speaks and addresses facts, sites his findings, offers multiple proofs. 
Who do you think will win the debate? Which would you rather be? What does it 
take to be the second debater?  



 

Jephthah reasoned with the Ammonite king, but the king wouldn’t listen. He made the 
case that Israel was innocent in this matter, and it was the Ammonites who were wag-
ing this war against them. So Jephthah and his men defeat Ammon with a great victory 
(v. 33).  

There’s an interesting thought given in the end of Jephthah’s message to the king. In v. 
24 he essentially says, “Your god gives you what you have, and our God gives us what 
we have—let’s just let our “gods” settle the matter.”  

Just like back then, there are some today who look to false “gods” to give them what 
they’re looking for in life. It may not be an actual “god” like Baal, but they’re looking to 
things in this world to supply their needs. Some look to money, some to jobs, some to 
popularity, some to intelligence (good grades), some to strength and performance 
(good at sports), some to awards, some to good looks, some to relationships—they go 
looking to these things to find joy, meaning, purpose, answers to life’s questions, help 
in times of need—and just like the Ammonites, their cries are not heard, because their 
“gods” are no gods at all—they are not alive.  

Paul taught in Acts 19:26 that gods made with hands are not gods at all. But there is 
one who lives, who is able to hear our prayers, and to help supply our needs to the full-
est. Don’t look to the creation for things you can only find in the Creator!  

 

1. Look at v. 27. What is God called? What do those names tell us about God—who 
He is and what He does?  

2. Look at v. 25—Jephthah refers back to Balak, king of Moab. What is his point in 
referring to Balak?  

3. Read Romans 1:18-23—what happens when we try and make God (the creator) 
like His creation? How do we keep from lowering our view of God?  

 

With Saul, the 1st king of Israel, now dead—it was time for David to become the next 
king. But that’s not what happened. Abner, Saul’s commander, took Ishbosheth (Saul’s 
son) and made him king. David was declared king in Hebron. Ishbosheth was king in 
Gilead. A civil war begins in Israel. David’s support grows stronger and stronger, but 
Ishbosheth’s grows weaker and weaker.  

Eventually Abner becomes frustrated with Saul’s son and changes sides. He starts to 
support David. But there’s drama in David’s camp. Abner had killed David’s general’s 
(Joab) brother. Out of revenge Joab kills Abner. Then, in 2 Samuel 4, two servants of 
Ish-bosheth murder him in order to make David the king. David punishes their sin by 
having them killed  

There is a lot of murder in these chapters. There’s a lot of poor reasoning—trying to 
justify doing bad because of the good it will bring. David didn’t see the good in the two 
servant’s actions. He saw the evil. Sin is nothing to rejoice in. Any “good” that is 
achieved through sin is ultimately never good. These two wanted David to take a 
shortcut to the throne—while their intentions were good, the path they chose was 
wrong.  

Shortcuts may work on the road, or on boardgames, but they don’t work when it 
comes to our walk with God. There’s no shortcut to spiritual growth. There’s no 
shortcut to a stronger faith, to a mature relationship with God. It comes from taking 
the daily habits of reading, praying, learning, growing, trusting more and more in Christ. 
Don’t look for the quick and easy path in life. Take the time to do the hard work and 
grow!  

1. There’s a lot of sinful choices made in these chapters. Can you name them? Why 
did they make those decisions?  

2. There are no short cuts in our relationship with God. If someone wants a strong 
faith/relationship with God, what must they do?  

3. Why do some look for shortcuts? How are doing hard things in life rewarding?  



 

A lot has happened since our last devo. David killed Goliath and instantly became a 
national hero. But Saul became jealous of David and all the attention he was getting, 
That jealousy led to a suspicion that he was trying to steal Saul’s throne (not true). For 
the rest of 1 Samuel, David has to live on the run, hiding in caves because Saul relent-
lessly tries to kill him.  

The book of 1 Samuel ends with Saul and Jonathan being killed in battle against the 
Philistines. When David hears the news, he mourns (1:11-12). He lost his best friend, 
and Israel lost their king. David sings a sad song (called a lament). The title of his song is 
“The song of the Bow.” It was a fitting title because Jonathan was good with a bow (v. 
22), Jonathan helped warn David through a bow (1 SA 20), and Saul was slain (mortally 
wounded) by a bow (1 SA 31:3).  

Ezekiel 33:11 God says, “I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that 
the wicked turn from his way and live.” God doesn’t delight in the death of the wicked. 
David didn’t do so here. Even though he personally suffered greatly at the hands of 
Saul, he spoke highly of him. He refused to curse the man who pained him, or rejoice 
over his fall. Let’s learn from David here—don’t rejoice is other’s downfalls. Our desire 
should not be that others are ruined, rather (even our enemies). Our desire is for all 
people to be saved! ( 1 Tim. 2:3-4).  

 

1. What is a lament? Can you think of any other laments we read of in the Bible? 

2. How does David describe Jonathan in his lament? What made them good friends? 
What makes a good friend?  

3. We do we learn from David about how to think the best, see the best, speak the 
best of others, even our enemies?   

 

In Jephthah’s desire to defeat Israel’s enemies he made a hasty vow before the Lord. “If 
you will indeed give the sons of Ammon into my hand, then it shall be that whatever 
comes out of the doors of my house… I will offer it up as a burnt offering” (v. 30—31). 
He must have been thinking that it would be an animal (lamb, goat, etc.), all of which 
would have been fine. But what if it’s a person, his wife, or his only child— his daugh-
ter—that didn’t cross his mind.  

Can you imagine what Jephthah must have felt as he saw his daughter coming out to 
meet him. Some think that he kept her a virgin all her life (not-married), but v. 39 
seems to point to the conclusion that after her time of preparation, her life was taken, 
she was sacrificed. It’s an incredibly tragic story.   

There is a POWERFUL lesson to be learned here—be careful with your words. Solomon 
taught that life and death are in the power of the tongue (PV 18:21), and we see that 
here. Have you ever said something you wished you hadn’t? Have you ever felt, “Oh, I 
wish I could take it back”? Have you heard the analogy of toothpaste before? Once you 
squeeze it out of the tube, it can’t go back in. It’s the same with our words—once you 
speak/type/text/post it, it is out there.  

Be careful with your words. Be careful with your promises. James helps us with this by 
saying, “Be slow to speak…” (Jas. 1:19). Slow down and think before you speak.  

1. How are words powerful? Give some examples.  

2. Read James 3:2-10—what does James teach us about the tongue?  

3. Jephthah made a rash vow and it cost him dearly. When are we more likely to use 
our tongues in a rash way? What emotions are we feeling? What can we do in 
those moments to keep from saying things we will regret?  



 

The end of Jephthah’s story is a messy one. Rather than being praised for their victory 
over the Ammonites, the tribe of Ephraim was upset at he and his men for not asking 
them for help. Much of this had to do with how the men of Ephraim saw Gideon and 
his men (v. 4). Because of this strife there is a great battle, and 42,000 men are killed.  

Do you remember our discussion a few lessons ago about misfits and outcasts? Today 
shows us the other side of that discussion. We looked at the role of the outcast in Jeph-
thah, one who is labeled as different and not welcomed in. Today we see what happens 
to those who make such labels, who are mean and harsh to others. It comes with a 
price.  

It is never ok to be a bully. It is never ok to make rude or mean remarks about another 
person, no matter how different they may seem. No one wants to be friends with a 
bully. In fact, if someone continues to treat another poorly, what ends up happening is 
the bully ends up being bullied. They end up punished, or isolated and alone.  

All your life you will find people who like to poke fun of others to get attention, to get a 
laugh—they take pleasure in putting another person down. Don’t be that person. Think 
instead about Jesus who intentionally spent time with outcasts, with the ones that no 
one wanted to be around. He ate invited the immoral to dinner. He chose a tax collec-
tor to be one of His closest few. When you encounter someone who seems very differ-
ent than you are, rather than lashing out, choose the path of Christ, choose the path of 
love—who knows what great friendships you’ll find along the way?  

 

1. What are some good things Jephthah did as a judge?  

2. How would Jesus respond to bullies today? (Matt. 5:49)  

3. The negative labels like what you read in v. 4 don’t do anything but tear another 
down. Create a list of positive labels—positive qualities you could give to another 
person. Once you write some down, share some of these with another—praise 
them for their good qualities.  

 

David is allowed to go and face Goliath, one on one down in the valley of Elah. On face 
value it would seem like David didn’t stand a chance. Here’s a young boy facing off 
against a huge, strong, seasoned warrior. David goes in with a sling, Goliath has a wide 
array of weaponry. Those watching from the top of the valley must have thought, 
“We’re doomed!”  

When Goliath saw David he mocked him. He cursed him and David’s God (v. 42-43). 
Compare that with how many times David mentions God. David has a heart focused on 
God. Goliath has taunted God and he will pay. And the victory will not come through 
brute strength or through powerful weapons—it will be clear to everyone witnessing 
that it came through the power of God.  

With the whip of his sling, the stone hit the giant in the head and the battle was over. 
The battle was won—not merely by David, but by God. And in seeing David’s bravery, 
the Israelites became strong and courageous, and chased down the remaining Philis-
tines.  

This is one of the most memorable stories in the Bible—what are we to learn from it? 
Learn from David—a heart that focuses on God doesn't give into fear. David knew that 
the battle belonged to the Lord, and put his trust his God. And learn from God. When 
you see as man sees, facing giants seems impossible. But when you see as God sees, 
when the Lord is on your side, no battle is too great that He cannot win.  

 

1. Compare David with Goliath (you can use the chart in the back for a reference) 

2. What do you learn from David in this story?  

3. The real hero of this story isn’t David—it is God. We may not be fighting giants, but 
we certainly can stand up for God today. What does Jude 3 mean, and how are we 
to “Contend for the faith?”  



 

David is sent to the battlefield to bring food to his brothers who were soldiers in the 
Israelite army. There’s something different about David. While all the men of Israel are 
cowering in fear, David is wondering who’s going to go shut that giant up. He’s not 
scared. He’s angry at what Goliath is saying, and starts inquiring what one has to do to 
get a chance to face the giant.  

That’s when older brother Eliab speaks up.  Rather than supporting David, he takes a 
shot at David’s integrity. “You’re only here to see the action. You’re just trying to get 
out of work.” These words might have come out of jealousy—here’s the older brother 
who was a soldier, who has cowered in fear for 40 days, and his youngest brother, who 
is not a soldier, shows up once and displays immediate courage. It could also have been 
out of the jealousy/hurt over what took place in the previous chapter. Eliab was passed 
over for David to be the future king of Israel.  

Jealousy is a bitter emotion. It wants what others have. Jealousy is often accompanied 
by emotions of greed, pride, anger, resentment/bitterness (to name a few). Jealousy 
focuses on what you don’t have rather than what you do have. It poisons your thoughts 
about others—making you mad that others have something that you “deserve.”  

There’s a way we can overcome jealousy: gratitude. Rather than wishing I had some-
thing someone else has, count your blessings and be thankful for what you do have. 
You’ll realize that you already have more than what you need, and will learn  to rejoice 
when others get things that are good.  The next time you think, “I wish I had…”, stop 
and say, “but I’m so glad I have…”.  

1. Why do you believe David wasn’t afraid?  

2. Sometimes we will find discouragement from others even though we’re trying to 
do the right thing. What do we learn here from David about how to respond to 
critics in our lives?  

3. How can we be happy for others when they got something that we didn’t, some-
thing that we wanted?  

 

Israel had fallen back into their old ways, and is being punished via the Philistines. 
They’ve been oppressing Israel for 40 years.  Following the pattern of the judges, this 
would be around the time the next judge would appear. What’s different is that God 
appoints a judge who isn’t born yet! Zorah and Manoah were unable to have children 
up to this point, and God chooses them to be the parents of Israel’s next judge.  

There’s something different though. This boy is to be a Nazarite to God—one who is 
completely set apart for God’s purposes. Manoah was a good mother, and obviously 
wanted to please the Lord, so she asks for more information on how to raise a Nazarite 
boy. There were a lot of expectations for this boy—what he could eat and not eat, drink 
and not drink, nor cut his hair (all this can be found in Numbers 6). While pregnant 
there were things she was not to eat and not to drink—lots of rules.  

These rules existed to keep this man holy to the Lord, not defiled by the ways of the 
world. These godly parents wanted to please the Lord, and for their son to please the 
Lord, so they took these words seriously.  

You have the same thing! You have parents that love the Lord and love you, and want 
you to live a life that is pleasing to God. So they will teach God’s words, and make sure 
His words are followed and respected in their house. Never take for granted the amaz-
ing blessing of having parents that love the Lord and want the best for you—a life that 
honors and obeys God!  

1. Look at Numbers 6:1-6—what were the expectations for a Nazarite?  

2. Ask your parents, “Why is it important to you that I believe and obey God?”  

3. Have a discussion with your parents—”When you were my age, what did you think 
about God’s laws? What did your parents do to help you believe, honor, and obey 
God?” 



 

His name was Samson. He was a judge. He was given incredible strength from the Lord. 
He’s strong enough to take on a lion with his bare hands. Yet even though he was given 
a physical strength, he also had some weaknesses. One was women—he had a knack 
for choosing the wrong women to pursue. In this chapter he’s wanting to marry a Philis-
tine woman. God chose Samson to deliver Israel from the Philistines, and yet he wants 
to marry one of them! And this woman (like another he will meet) knows how to get 
what she wants from him. She just cries, batts her eyes, and nags him over and over 
again until he finally gives in. Yeah—he picked a winner (NOT)!  

Another weakness of Samson’s was his desire to trick and deceive others. Perhaps it 
was a stroke of his ego to know that he was able to stump others with his riddles, but 
this desire to deceive others will come to hurt him as Samson is unable to see the inevi-
table consequences of his own decisions.  

He also shows signs of a quick temper. When things don’t go his way, he tends to ex-
plode—violently (v. 19). We might wonder, “What was God thinking when He chose 
Samson as a Judge?” Look in-between the lines and see how God is using him to defeat 
the Philistines little by little.  

Here’s a quick lesson—even the strongest man on earth had his share of weaknesses. 
You may be strong in some areas, but that doesn’t mean you’re strong in all areas. 1 
Cor. 10:12—let he who stands take heed lest he fall. Realize that even the strongest 
among us have areas where we are weak. Learn about your weaknesses—keep a sharp 
eye on them lest you, like Samson, blindly drift down a path of poor choices.  

1. How do we see Samson’s strength in this chapter?  

2. How do we see God’s plan of using Samson against the Philistines in this chapter?  

3. What does it take to be able to see our own weaknesses? Why is this hard for 
many?  

 

The armies of Israel and the Philistines stand on opposite sides of the valley of Elah. For 
40 days they’ve been standing there. No fighting. It’s a standstill. There’s one BIG rea-
son why.  

His name was Goliath, the champion of the Philistines (v. 4-10). He was a giant, literally. 
He stood roughly at 9’9 tall, dressed in impressive armor that weighs around 175-200 
pounds—more then some men weigh! He has been cursing Israel for 40 days, and issu-
ing a challenge. One on one battle—the winner would win the war for their army. And 
Goliath was the “one” sent by the Philistines.  

Here’s a truth—we all face Goliaths. We all have giants—giants that cause us to cower 
in fear, that overcome us with worry. Sometimes it’s imaginary giants like worry—we 
play the game “what if” and imagine the worst! Some time’s it’s giants of the heart—
jealousy, selfishness, rudeness, laziness, lingering doubt, exploding anger, etc. Some-
times it’s people in our lives—bully’s, family members, people who make life miserable. 

We let our giants win when we remain in the camp, cowering in fear, hoping he’ll go 
away, rather than facing our fear, facing the giant, and claiming the victory found in 
God. Saul wasn’t about to take that giant on. But there’s a shepherd on the way, and 
though he’s small in appearance, he’s got a giant faith in his God. His faith is exactly 
what Israel needs—with God on our side, even giants will fall.   

 

 

1. Draw a scale picture of Goliath. How would you feel if you had to fight him in 
battle?  

2. Where was Saul during these 40 days? What does that show us about Saul?  

3. What are some things you’re afraid of? What are some negative affects of fear in 
our lives? How can we face our fears?  



 

While David received the Spirit (v. 13), the Spirit of the Lord departs from Saul, and an 
evil spirit begins to terrorize him (v. 14). Whether if this was fits of depres-
sion/paranoia, or being plagued by a demon, either way Saul was troubled. And he 
hires someone to sooth and refresh him (v. 23). He hires David—the young man who is 
skilled with an instrument. But where was David when he was hired? He was with the 
flock (v. 18). David’s first job was a shepherd.  

Being a shepherd wasn’t a well respected position. It wasn’t a 9-5 position. You lived 
with the sheep. That means staying out in the field at night, finding your own food 
when you’re hungry, bathing in creeks, hot days and cool nights, bugs, dirt, tons of 
walking. It was a thankless and lonely job.  

And yet Psalm 78:70-71 teaches that it was during this time as a shepherd that David 
developed the heart of a leader. He learned to care for those who can’t care for them-
selves. He developed a great love and devotion to the Lord—many psalms were written 
during this time in his life. He proved he had the heart of integrity—that he was honest 
and trustworthy.  

All of us have these times in our lives—the shepherd years—the seasons that may 
seem undesirable. It may be the school years, a job you don’t care for, having responsi-
bilities/chores every day. Rather than daydreaming or wishing his life away, David be-
came something. He is called the man after God’s own heart as a young shepherd 
(13:14). Use whatever season you are in to develop a heart that belongs to God. Re-
member, it’s in the small things where we prove ourselves!  

1. What was the job description for a shepherd?  

2. Define integrity. Why is integrity important for a shepherd? How is integrity an 
important characteristic for Christians today?  

3. While in the shepherd years of your life, what can you do to make the most of that 
season, spiritually? Make a list of possible things you can do in these undesirable 
moments of life.  

 

If there was a word for this chapter it would be, “Revenge.” You hurt me, so I’ll hurt 
you. But then you hurt me again because I hurt you…. And on and on it goes. That’s 
what is taking place here. Samson takes revenge on the Philistines for not being able to 
marry his wife (she was given to his friend), so he burned their fields. They responded 
by killing the woman and her father. Samson responded by killing many of the Philis-
tines (v. 8). Back and forth.  

In this section we see, once again, a display of Samson’s strength. Killing many in battle. 
Breaking ropes off with ease. Killing 1,000 Philistines with a jawbone of a donkey. He 
really is an incredible soldier!  

But he’s not setting a good example for God’s people. Here’s one thing to learn from 
Samson’s actions in this chapter—revenge doesn’t belong to us. There are times when 
we’ve been hurt by someone else that we feel the right thing to do is to hurt them in 
response. But that’s not correct. It is not our place to “get even” or to “settle the 
score.” When we treat someone bad because they’ve treated us bad, we’re just fur-
thering evil and sin. Evil isn’t overcome by evil, it’s overcome by good (Rom. 12:21). 
God is just. God is King. And God will handle the injustice and crimes that take place 
today. Treating others the way you have been treated is not how we make wrong 
things right. Instead, like Jesus, we treat others, not how they treat us, but how we 
want to be treated!  

1. How does God use Samson to judge the Philistines in this chapter?  

2. Compare the two—Samson and Jesus. How do they each respond when they’ve 
been hurt by others? Which example should we follow?  

3. You and your friends were made fun of by someone in your math class. One of 
your friends wants to get back at them by posting something mean about them on 
social media. What should you say to your friend?  



 

Do you remember the weaknesses of Samson? It seems like one of the greatest weak-
nesses was women. When a pretty girl gave Samson her attention, he was helpless. 
That could be dangerous if the woman was one with evil intentions—like Delilah.  

He loved her, but she’s just using him. She’s working with the Philistines. She’s in it for 
the money. Her mission—find out Samson’s weaknesses. So she starts with the pleas, 
“Please tell me where your great strength is, and how you may be bound to afflict you” 
(v. 6). Were he listening he would realize how dangerous she is, and that she didn’t 
care for him. But he’s blinded by lust. So he starts his tricks again, trying to deceive him. 
But all along he’s the one who’s deceived. He can’t see that she’s getting closer and 
closer to finding out his secret. She finally dropped the big one, “if you really love me 
you would tell me the truth” and he caves. He tells her. And it costs him greatly.  

One day you’ll be old enough to date. There will be many people to choose from. But as 
you’re preparing for that day to come, learn a lesson from Samson—who you choose to 
date is VERY important. The criteria you use to date others must be made with careful 
consideration. Does this person love God? Will they help me, as a child of God, to con-
tinue to honor and please my God? Will they treat me with respect, honor the bounda-
ries I set? Would it be someone my parents are pleased with?  

Someone who tries to get you to bend on your convictions, saying, “Don’t you love 
me..” doesn’t really care for you. They’re using you, like Delilah. Be patient. Be picky. Be 
prayerful. The dating years can be such fun and memorable years, if you choose wisely.  

 

1. What do we know about Delilah?  

2. What are some important criteria I should use to look for someone to date?  

3. Talk with your parents about Samson’s struggle. Why couldn’t he see how danger-
ous Delilah was? Why do many make the same mistake today? How can we avoid 
making it ourselves?  

 

The time has come for a new king. Saul looked like a king outwardly, but inwardly was 
prideful, cowardly, and spiritually weak. But this next pick would be different. We’ve 
been given hints about this next king. God said that he would be better than Saul, and 
that he would be a man after God’s own heart. Who could this possibly be?  

Samuel is told to gather Jesse the Bethlehemite and his sons—one of his sons will be 
the future king. Jesse and his sons arrive. The sons line up—oldest to youngest. Samuel 
starts with the oldest—strong, brave, looks like a born leader. He’s not the one. On to 
the next son, then the next, then the next. One after another, none of the sons seem to 
be the one God has in mind.  

God gives Samuel an important lesson here. “For the LORD sees not as man sees: man 
looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart” (v. 7). Don’t be 
impressed by the things you can see. God is more impressed with the things you can’t 
see with your eyes—the heart. Finally the youngest is called—no one would have 
thought he would be the pick. But God tells Samuel, this is the one. The young shep-
herd boy, David, will be the next king of Israel.  

What catches your eye? What impresses you about people? Is it the things they own? 
The clothes they wear? The expensive gadgets they own? Man is impressed with what 
we see with our eyes, but that doesn’t impress God much. God is far more interested in 
our hearts. Seek the things that matter the most, the things that catches God’s eyes!  

 

1. Where was David when Samuel was looking at Jesse’s sons? Why do you think he 
wasn’t invited?  

2. God sees not as man sees. How is this thought expressed in 1 COR 1:26-29?  

3. While we may not be able to see the heart as easily as we could see one’s height or 
muscles, what are things we would see in someone who had a good/God honoring 
heart?  



 

Samuel is rebuking King Saul over his disobedience to God’s commands. God told Saul 
to utterly destroy every living thing among the Amalekites. Saul decided to keep the 
Amalekite king and the best animals alive. In v. 21 Saul gives an excuse, trying to justify 
his behavior. “The reason we took the animals was to offer them in worship to God.” In 
other words, “It’s ok that we disobeyed because we’re doing something good with the 
animals—something for God.”  

We call this “Robin Hood” reasoning. It’s ok if I rob the rich because I do something 
good with that money—I give it to the poor. The ends justify the means. This may be 
acceptable in the movies, but not in real life. The ends don’t justify the means. No good 
action can turn something sinful into something not sinful. Stealing is always wrong, no 
matter what one does with what was stolen. Keeping the animals alive was wrong, 
even if they were to be used for worship.  

Samuel explains why in v. 22—to obey is better than sacrifice. What God wants more 
than your “worship” is for you to obey Him. To say, “this is for God”, “I’m doing it for 
God” - what God wants is our obedience. To love God is to obey His commands (JN 
14:15). 

Remember, when the means is sin, there are no ends that could justify the means. 
Obeying God requires no justification, no explaining away—just a faithful love.  

 

1. Who is Samuel referring to v. 28?  

2. What were the consequences of Saul’s decisions? (v. 26-35) 

3. Some use this line of reasoning for using instruments in worship. “It’s for God. How 
could it be wrong, it’s praising Him.” Using v. 28 how would you answer this argu-
ment?  

 

Samson followed his heart, not his head, and it cost him. He gave away his secret to 
Delilah, and he ended up bald, blind, and bound. This mighty Judge of Israel is now 
nothing more than entertainment for the Philistines. But this isn’t the end of his story. 
He prays to the Lord for his strength to return one more time, and when it does, he 
brings the walls down and kills them all.  

When you read through the life of Samson it might seem like he was just a giant failure. 
But don’t let that be your conclusion yet. Read Hebrews 11:32. Right in the heart of the 
“Heroes of Faith” we find his name. This was written long after Samson died. The writer 
of Hebrews had the record of Samson’s life. He read the same account. But the Holy 
Spirit shows us something incredible here—even Samsons can be forgiven. Even Sam-
sons can be used in great ways. Yes, Samson was a man with strong muscles—but he is 
remembered in the New Testament as a man of faith.  

What does that tell us? If someone like Samson, with all his failures and flaws, can be 
forgiven by God, used for God’s purposes, and remembered as a man of faith—so can 
you! You think your sins are bad—so were Samsons. You think you’ve sinned many 
times—so did Samson. But if you’re wondering if it’s too late to be forgiven, too late to 
change your life, too late to be useful to God, to change the story and end your life 
pleasing to God—Samson would tell you it’s not. Not with our God. The story of Sam-
son really is a story of strength—the strength of God’s amazing grace!  

 

1. How do we see evidence of Samson’s faith through his story?  

2. What are some ways God used Samson for good?  

3. What lessons can we learn from the life of Samson?  



 

Today we start into 1 Samuel. The book begins when Eli was the Judge and priest of 
Israel. In this 1st chapter we read about Hannah. What an incredible woman of faith! 
She was unable to have a baby. She was heart-broken over it. She was also mocked by 
her husband’s other wife for it. And this took place for years (v. 7).  

Verse 10 is an important verse. It shows us how Hannah responded. She didn’t turn her 
back on God. She didn’t grow bitter and resentful. In her sadness she kept praying to 
the Lord. Prayer is always the right answer. When you’re heartbroken—pray. When 
you’re lonely—pray. When you feel discouraged—pray. When you don’t have any an-
swers—pray. When you are full of joy and want to tell someone—pray. Pray at all times 
(LK 18:1).  

Hannah kept praying, and the Lord heard her prayers (v. 19-20). She gave birth to a son 
named Samuel. God heard, and answered in His time.  

This is a wonderful lesson for us. Sometimes we pray and it seems like there’s no an-
swer. Don’t let the silence we feel after we say “Amen” cause you think that God isn’t 
listening. God hears our prayers, and God will answer  according to His will, in His time. 
Is there something weighing on your heart? Take it to God in prayer. Tell Him what 
you’re feeling. Ask for His wisdom, for His help—and like Hannah, wait for God’s an-
swer. It may not be today—it may not be very soon—it may not be the answer we’re 
expecting—but God’s answer is always  the right answer. Don’t give up when things get 
tough. Keep praying!  

1. What vow did Hannah make about Samuel? Did she keep it?  

2. Read Luke 11:5-13. How do you see Hannah in this text? What does Jesus teach us 
here about prayer?   

3. Can you think of some examples where someone prayed to God and the answer 
came a long time later? Can you think of a time when someone prayed to God and 
the answer was no? How does Jesus’ prayer in LK 22:42 help us accept God’s an-
swers to our prayers?  

 

God sends Saul and the armies of Israel on a mission. They are to destroy the Amalek-
ites as a means of punishing them for the way they mistreated His people (see Ex. 17; 
Deut. 25:17-19). Notice God’s specific instructions in v. 3—”utterly destroy all that he 
has…”. The orders are clear—kill every living thing.  

Saul gathered the troops and defeated the Amalekites. BUT… he kept Agag alive, and 
kept the best of the animals (v. 9). We’ve been down this road before—partially obey-
ing isn’t obeying at all! Oh Saul…  

Not only does he partially obey God (which is fully disobeying), when Samuel confronts 
him on it, he passes the blame on the people (v. 15). They brought the animals. It was 
the people who did so. Well, who’s the people’s king? Who are they following?  

One of the ways people try to keep out of trouble is blaming someone else. This goes 
all the way back to the beginning. Adam blamed Eve, Eve blamed the serpent. The 
same thing happens today. To get out of trouble we try and shift the blame, we say it 
was someone else’s fault. But the truth is we are each responsible for our own actions. 
While we may be influenced by another, or tempted by another, at the end of the day 
the choices I make are my own. I must take responsibility for my actions, and receive 
the consequences for those actions, whether good or bad. Passing the blame doesn’t 
take away the consequences I will receive for MY choices.  

1. What shapes/affects the choices we make? Once they are made, who is responsi-
ble for our choices? Why?  

2. If passing the blame doesn’t remove the consequences of my choices, what good 
does blaming do?  

3. In light of the first two questions, why is it important to choose my friends wisely? 
(see 1 COR 15:33).  



 

We’ve read a similar situation like this earlier this quarter. Do you remember Jeph-
thah’s rash oath and how it cost him the life of his daughter? Saul is now facing the 
same situation. He made an oath that whoever eats before he kills his enemies will be 
put to death. Jonathan didn’t know that—he was too busy fighting the enemy. So he 
ate and broke his father’s command. And now, according to the king’s words, he must 
be put to death.  

But something different happens here than in Jephthah’s story. The people stand be-
hind Jonathan. They are not willing to let him die, even if his father was ready to put 
him to death. They reason with Saul, and Jonathan is spared. Isn’t it amazing—the sol-
diers of Israel had a hard time following Saul, but the people were unanimous in stand-
ing behind Jonathan.  

Here is a man who is unwilling to admit his fault, even when the life of his son is at 
stake. There are times that everyone says things they shouldn’t say, or do things they 
shouldn’t do. When those times come, learn from Saul—don’t be so prideful that you 
can’t admit your faults and seek help. Your family will help you recover from bad choic-
es. Your church family will help welcome you home. But that help won’t come if you 
cannot be honest with yourself, and with others, about your mistakes, and you need 
for help.  

 

1. Who was Jonathan? What do we learn about him in this chapter?  

2. Why would someone not admit their fault? What’s keeping them from doing so?  

3. Your friend George has made a terrible decision, and feels awful about it. He’s 
made things right with the Lord, but he’s afraid to come back to the church family. 
He’s afraid what people will say when they find out. What would you tell George?  

 

God answered Hannah’s prayer. She was given a little boy—Samuel. This boy will grow 
up to play an important role in Israel’s history. 1 Samuel 2 begins with Hannah’s re-
sponse to God’s answer. It’s a song of thanksgiving!  

V. 1-2 set the theme for her song—”There is no one holy like the LORD.” The Lord 
knows all (v. 3), the Lord delivers the poor and helps the needy (v. 7-8), the Lord pro-
tects the godly and punishes the wicked (v. 9-10). It’s an incredible song of praise!  

Hannah reminds us of something we tend to forget. Have you ever done something 
nice for someone, but they didn’t say, “Thank you”? It makes it seem as if they are un-
grateful for what we did for them. Now, we don’t do kind things for others so that 
they’ll say “thank you”, but one of the ways we show our appreciation for the things 
people do for us is expressing how thankful we are.  

That’s what Hannah’s doing here. She’s praising the Lord who answered her prayer. It’s 
something we need to build the habit of doing too. When we reflect on all that God has 
done for us every day, how He has heard our prayers and answered our prayers, we 
ought to take some time and tell God how thankful we are for Him and what He’s done. 
Paul says we are to give thanks always for everything (Eph. 5:20). Don’t let a day go by 
without taking time to tell God “Thank you.”  

 

1. Write down how God is described in Hannah’s song. Which attribute stands out to 
you, and why?  

2. Does God notice when we give thanks (or don’t give thanks)? (see LK 17:17-18) 
What does giving thanks express to that person?  

3. Create a thankful list—things you are thankful to God for. To help start the list, 
how would you finish this phrase: “Because of God…”? Once you’re done with the 
list, say a prayer and tell God all the things you’re thankful for.  



 

The young boy Samuel is growing and learning (2:26). He’s working with, and living with 
Eli. Samuel is faithful and respectful, unlike Eli’s sons. They are wicked and sinful. They 
were taking advantage of God’s people, taking what didn’t belong them. And God was 
not pleased.  

In chapter 3, Samuel hears from the Lord. God tells Samuel that He is going to punish 
Eli and his sons for their sins. And in chapter 4 that’s exactly what happens. The Philis-
tines come and attack Israel. The two sons of Eli are killed in battle, and the Ark of the 
Covenant was stolen. When Eli hears the news, he falls back and dies. It is a dark time 
for Israel. The last verse of chapter 4 says it well, “The glory has departed from Israel.”  

Let’s think about 2 things from today’s reading. First—when God makes a promise, He 
keeps it. If He says something is going to happen, it will. This can be very good for those 
who obey God—like the promise of forgiveness, of Heaven and eternal life. But this can 
be bad for those who live in disobedience—like the sons of Eli who God said would be 
punished, and they were. God always keeps His word.  

Secondly—can you imagine what it would have been like to be the young Samuel and 
hear the voice of God? I wonder what He sounds like? It gives me goosebumps to think 
about hearing God speaking to me. That would have been a lifechanging moment! God 
doesn’t speak to us audibly today—He speaks through Jesus, and His words (Heb. 1:1-
2). But there is coming a day when we will hear God speak to us. What an incredible 
day it will be to hear God say, “[Your name], well done my good and faithful servant.”  

1. What did God tell Samuel? What was Eli’s response to God’s message (3:18)?  

2. Look at 1 Sam. 3:13—why is it important for parents to teach and correct their 
children? What happens if a child is not given any rules/expectations?  

3. Read Hebrews 1:1-2. What does it mean to say that God speaks to us through His 
son (see Eph. 3:3-5; 2 Pet. 1:20-21; 1 Cor. 2:6-16; 1 Thess. 2:13)  

 

In chapter 14 the Philistines are at war with Israel once again. In this chapter we read 
about Saul’s son Jonathan. He was brave. He was a true leader. He was respected by 
the people. He would have made a far better king than his father (in my opinion).  

Saul is leading his troops into battle, and God delivers Israel in this battle (v. 23). The 
victory came from the Lord as the Philistines flee from the battle, but how does Saul 
respond? “Cursed be the man who east food before evening, and until I have avenged 
myself on my enemies” (v. 24). Do you notice how his focus is stuck on self? I have 
avenged my enemies. What about God? Who really gave Saul the victory? This prideful 
heart kept Saul from thinking about what was best for his men. Many came from all 
over to fight with Saul, and instead of allowing them to rest and eat, regaining their 
strength, he places a strange command for them to abstain from food.  

Pride does that. It blinds us from the source of our blessings. It keeps us from seeing 
how we could help others. All we see are our needs, our wants. And through the lens of 
pride, my needs are far more important than yours.  

The remedy for pride is a heaping dose of humility. We are who we are and have what 
we have because of God, and help from others. I am not more important than others. 
Rather I need to think about how to put others needs before my own. That’s what Je-
sus did in coming to Earth. Don’t be like Saul—let your heart be filled with humility!  

1. What does it mean to be humble? Give some examples of humility.  

2. Philippians 2:1-4 describes replacing pride with humility, putting others first. Prac-
tice this tomorrow—put the needs of your family (your siblings) before your own. 
Do what they want to do. Give preference to their preferences. Be humble!  

3. Humility is learning to put others before self, and that begins in our minds. How 
can we develop a humble heart that elevates others (most importantly God) in our 
minds?  



 

This week, as we continue our study of Saul, we’re going to see the downward spiral of 
the 1st King of Israel. Saul makes a series of choices that reveal the weakness in his 
heart. It shows why he was like the kings of the nations around him.  

In today’s chapter the Philistines have gathered to battle with Israel. The Philistines had 
an impressive array of soldiers and chariots ready for battle. The people followed him 
trembling (v. 7), and when Samuel hadn’t arrived to offer a burnt offering (seeking 
God’s favor), people were scattering. So Saul takes matters into his own hands. Saul 
offers the burnt offering. He wasn’t allowed to do so. Only certain people—the 
priests—could offer the sacrifices for the people. Saul acted rashly. He didn’t think this 
through. And because of it, God started looking for the next king. This next king would-
n’t be like the kings of the nations around them. This next king would be a man after 
God’s own heart (v. 14).  

Saul acted rashly. He didn’t think it through. He was afraid of the approaching enemy, 
and afraid of his numbers dwindling, and made a decision that wasn’t his to make. We 
can fall into the same trap when we make hasty decisions. Had Saul thought all the way 
through, and prayed to God, the answer would have become clear. When you feel pres-
sured, and a decision has to be made—take a moment, pray, thinking it through, and 
then make the best decision possible—one that will honor God.  

 

1. What mistakes did Saul make in this chapter?  

2. People tend to make rash decisions when they are pushed, rushed, or full of emo-
tions (fear, anger, etc.). When in those situations, how can we go about making 
decisions that would honor God?  

3. Rather than accepting the fault for his decision, who does Saul blame for his 
choice? How is accepting one’s faults a sign of strength?   

 

The Philistines captured the Ark. To them it must have seemed like an important treas-
ure that belonged to Israel. Little did they know it was much, much more. The Ark rep-
resented the presence of God! God had special rules and regulations for the Ark. If you 
disrespected it, bad consequences followed.  

The Philistines learned that firsthand. Strange things started to happen. The idol, Dagon 
was mysteriously broken. The people became sick with tumors. Many men died. When 
they realized the cause of these things, they made a quick decision to return the Ark to 
Israel. But even God’s own people disrespected the Ark. Over 50,000 were killed be-
cause they looked inside the Ari.  

God is holy, and must be treated as holy. This means that we honor God’s name, and 
don’t use it casually—taking it in vain. This means we respect His word—we read it, 
keep it, and teach it carefully (Jas. 3:1). This means we are respectful towards God in 
worship (Lev. 10:1-3).  

Think about this with our parents—we don’t call them by their first names. We call 
them “Dad” and “Mom.” We do what they ask of us without back talking , and we do it 
well. We respect them because of who they are, and because we love them. It’s the 
same with God. If we really love God we will make sure that we honor Him and respect 
Him in everything we do!  

 

1. Think back—what do we know about the Ark of the Covenant? Why was it so im-
portant to God’s people?  

2. Give some examples—what are ways we can show God that we resect Him?  

3. LK 16:10 teaches that if you’re faithful in little things you can be faithful in big 
things. With this verse in mind, why is it important to show respect to our parents, 
teachers, elders, and others in authority?  



 

Israel had been disobedient to God, and because of it they were punished. They were 
oppressed by the Philistines. Samuel steps up and calls the people to change—to turn 
from their ways and return to faithfully obeying God (v. 3-4, 8-9), and because the peo-
ple turned from their sins, and because Samuel pleaded for the Lord’s help, God gave 
His people an incredible victory. They defeated the Philistines!  

To remember this victory, Samuel set up a stone as a memorial and named it Ebenezer 
(which means the stone of help). When the people of Israel saw the stone, and it’s 
name, it was to remind the people of all that God had done for them. They were deliv-
ered from their enemies BECAUSE God gave them the victory.  

Does this remind you of Joshua 4, and the stones set up as a memorial for when Israel 
crossed the Jordan river?  It makes you wonder if all over Canaan there were memorials 
to remind the people of times God delivered them.  

Do you have any Ebenezers—things that remind you of God’s answered prayers, of 
God’s deliverance? Maybe a picture of loved ones who have helped you learn more 
about God? Maybe a memento from a camp that was a spiritual boost to you? Maybe 
your Bible—the visual reminder of what you’ve learned about God, and how important 
those words have been (and continue to be) to you? Raising an Ebenezer is a way of 
remembering that we are where we are because of God’s strength, God’s help, God’s 
grace—God answering our prayers. Raise your Ebenezer and remember God!  

 

1. Why are memorials and remembrances necessary?  

2. Ask your parents about some Ebenezers in their life. What reminds them about 
what God has done in their life?  

3. Paul said, “By the grace of God I am what I am” (1 Cor. 15:10). Reflect on your 
life—”Because of God, I am…. I have…. I can… “  

 

In today’s reading Samuel calls Israel to the carpet—that is, he points out their sin. 
They were wrong in asking for a king. God was their king. They wanted to be like the 
nations around them rather than being like their God who chose them. When Samuel 
addresses their sin the people respond with broken hearts (v. 19). They were afraid for 
their sin and asked for Samuel to pray for them. Samuel reassures them that God will 
be with them, that he will continue to pray for them, and that they need to fear the 
Lord and serve Him in truth with all their hearts (v. 24).  

Look at v. 20—we might describe this verse as, “How to handle a wrong decision.” Isra-
el sinned in asking for a king, but Samuel tells them—”Even though you sinned, don’t 
stop following the Lord. Keep serving Him and doing what’s right.” There are some who 
decide to quit once they’ve sinned. They might think, “God would never forgive me.” 
Or “It’s too late, I’m too far gone.” Neither of those thoughts are true!  

What do we do if we’ve sinned? How can we make right the wrong we’ve done.  

• Seek God’s forgiveness 

• Turn from your sin—stop doing the things that are wrong 

• Get back to doing what’s right—keep obeying God 

 

It’s not too late. You’re not too far gone. Don’t quit. Get back up and keep walking with 
God again!  

 

1. How did Samuel prove to Israel that they had sinned by asking for a king?  

2. Read Proverbs 24:16—how does it go along with out study?  

3. Sometimes someone who has fallen in sin may need help getting back up and walk-
ing with God again. What are some things that may help someone not give up, but 
to be motivated to keep on with God?  



 

Saul’s leadership is put to it’s first test in this chapter. The Ammonites attack a city in 
Israel, and Saul rallies the forces and defeat the enemy forces. It is one of the few posi-
tive moments we see in Saul’s reign.  

Once the battle is complete, some remember harsh things that were said about Saul 
when he was anointed as king. The men are found and are to be put to death. But Saul 
steps in and chooses the path of peace. “Not a man shall be put to death this day, for 
today the Lord ahs accomplished deliverance in Israel” (v. 13). What a great statement 
of faith! If only Saul could keep this spirit in the future. It wasn’t his victory—the victory 
belongs to the Lord!  

There’s wisdom in Saul’s words here. Rather than taking their offensive words person-
ally, he let’s the issue go and offers grace. As Solomon would say, “There’s a time to kill 
and a time to heal… a time for war and a time for peace” (ECC 3:3, 8). Without a doubt 
there will be things that others do that may hurt you. It may be things they say. It may 
be things they do. Just because you were offended by something someone said doesn’t 
mean you have to make an issue out of it. You don’t have to go to war every time 
someone does something you don’t like. Some times people say things without speak-
ing. Some times they say things, but they didn’t mean what they said (it came out in-
correctly).  

There is a time to address wrongs (Matt. 15:18), and there is a time to let it go and 
move on (1 Cor. 6:7; PV 19:11). Don’t make everything into something. Leave room for 
grace. Be slow to anger. Give others the benefit of the doubt. Isn’t that how we want 
others to treat us?  

1. How did Saul motivate the troops to join him in battle?  

2. Why is making a big deal out of every issue the wrong response? What happens if 
you live life this way?  

3. Discuss with your parents—how do I know when I need to address an issue, and 
when I need to let some things go?  

 

The people of Israel came with a demand to Samuel. They wanted a king to rule over 
them. It wasn’t because God told them to choose a king. In fact, God saw their demand 
for a king as their rejection of Him as their king. They also didn’t want a king because 
Samuel said it was a good idea. In fact, in this chapter Samuel warns them what will 
happen if they have a king. He will take their sons and make them fight his battles. He 
will take from the people’s earnings to give to his servants. Life would become re-
stricting under the rule of a king. But they didn’t listen (v. 19).  

The reason they wanted a king: to be like the nations around them (v. 5, 20). There are 
many who live life with this kind of thinking. They want to fit in with the world around 
them—they want to be just like everyone else. Owning the gadgets like everyone else, 
watching the shows that everyone else is watching, using the language that everyone is 
using, going to the parties like everyone is going to. They think that they’re missing out 
on the fun and excitement of life by not being like everyone else.  

Wanting to be like the world around us may seem great at face value, but it comes with 
some terrible consequences. The world doesn’t care about sin—and sin is deadly. The 
world doesn’t care about God—and a life without God is miserable. Have you heard the 
phrase, “The grass is greener on the other side”? The reality is, “The grass is greener 
where you water it.” I can dream I was having fun living like everyone else, or I can en-
joy life the way God meant it to be—a life that honors God and rejoices in His blessings.  

1. What were some of the consequences Samuel warned the people would come if 
they chose a king?  

2. Romans 12:1-2—define the two words: conform, transform. What does it mean to 
conform to the world? What does it mean to transform to the image of Christ?  

3. Why is it living like everyone else seems so appealing? Find some commercials that 
portray this kind of thinking. What do the commercials not show the viewer? How 
can we keep from having hearts that want to be like everyone else?  



 

Today we read about the first king. Notice how he is described:  

• More handsome than all in Israel  

• Tall—head and shoulders above the rest  

• Son of a mighty man of valor  

He looks like a king! That’s why God chose him. The people asked for a king “just like 
the nations around them”, and God gave them a king who would be like the kings 
around them. Did you notice what was missing in Saul’s descriptions? There’s no men-
tioning about his faith, his trust in God, about his heart? It was all his outward appear-
ance.  

In fact, one thing we see from Saul in this chapter is his insecurity. Samuel begins to 
point Saul to the fact he will be the king, and he considers himself the least of the least 
(v. 21). One might argue that Saul was being humble, but as his story unfolds we see 
more of this insecurity appear, especially over a young hero who saves the nation. 
We’ll get to him soon!  

What’s the point? You can’t judge a book by it’s cover.  Saul looked kingly. He looked 
like a good leader. He was a strong, handsome, tall man. He came from a tough father. 
And yet he turns out to be a terrible king. Don’t judge others based on outward appear-
ance. Rather, learn to judge each tree by the fruit it bears (Matt. 7:15-20).  

 

1. What do we learn about Saul in  this chapter?  

2. What are some ways people judge by appearance today?  

3. What does it mean to judge a tree by it’s fruit? Why is the fruit of a tree a better 
criteria for judgment than the appearance of the tree?  

 

Samuel anoints Saul as the 1st King of Israel. He is easily remembered—the firsts al-
ways are. As Samuel sends Saul on his way, he tells him about what will take place. One 
detail is that the Spirit of the Lord will come upon him, and he will prophesy with the 
prophets of Israel, and he will be “changed into another man” (v. 6).  

And that’s exactly what happens. Saul meets up with the prophets of Israel. The Spirit 
of the Lord comes upon Saul, he prophesies with them—and the people’s reaction is, 
“Who is this?” What happened to Saul? How is he prophesying? If such a spiritual posi-
tion as a prophet (one who speaks the word of the Lord), would seem so different for a 
man like Saul, what might that tell us about Saul’s spiritual strength at that point?  

Here’s a thought to think about—God brought about a change in Saul. By supernatural 
intervention, Saul took on a new role, and used his tongue to prophesy for the Lord. 
God can change leaders today too. No, not like this chapter here with the Spirit coming 
down mightily. God can work in the life and on the hearts of those who lead. Proverbs 
21:1 reminds us that He holds the king’s hearts in His hand.  

What’s this mean? Keep praying for those who lead. Pray for the President. Pray for our 
congressmen and congresswomen. Pray for our governors and mayors, and elected 
officials. Pray for their hearts to be softened to the truth, that they may hear the truth, 
receive it, and surrender their lives to God. God changed leaders before—He can do so 
today too!  

 

1. What happened to Saul in v. 10? What does it mean that he “prophesied?”  

2. 1 Timothy 2:1-2 tells us to pray for all who in authority. What should we pray about 
for them?  

3. There are many who choose to complain about our elected officials. Discuss with 
your parents the balance of not agreeing with every decision they make, and 1 Pet. 
2:17. Why is praying for our officials a better response than ridiculing them?  


